SYPHILIS

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?

PRIMARY STAGE: The first stage happens within 10 days to 3 months of getting syphilis. During this first stage, there is usually one sore (called a
chancre) on the penis, anus, or in the throat, but there can also be many. A chancre is small, round, and painless, so people don’t usually even
know it is there, especially if it is on the anus. After about 3-6 weeks the sore heals by itself, but syphilis is still present in the body unless the
person is treated with antibiotics.

SECONDARY STAGE: The second stage of syphilis happens one week to six months after the chancre appears, though sometimes this stage occurs
before the first stage is resolved, especially in people living with HIV. In this second stage, there is a rash that usually doesnt itch that can
appear on many different parts of your body, including the palms of the hands and soles of the feet. A person with the second stage of syphilis
may also feel tired, have patchy hair loss, sore throat, and head and muscle aches. These symptoms will also go away by themselves, but if you
are not treated, you will still have syphilis.

LATENT SYPHILIS: This stage begins after the secondary stage if the syphilis hasn’t been treated. A person can have no symptoms for many years
while remaining infected and can develop severe complications later in life. Latent syphilis means that a person still has syphilis but that they
don't have any physical symptoms; the only way this is diagnosed is by a blood test.

TERTIARY SYPHILIS: In the later stage of syphilis major parts of the body may be affected, such as the liver, heart, blood vessels, bones, and
nerves. Brain damage, loss of balance, and severe shooting pains in the legs can result.

NEUROSYPHILIS (syphilis involving the brain and central nervous system): Persons with syphilis can suffer damage to the brain, spinal cord, and
key nerves at any stage of syphilis infection. If you have syphilis, your medical provider will examine your nervous system to ensure there are no
signs of neurosyphilis. If any symptoms or signs are found, further testing can be performed to check for this condition. Neurosyphilis requires a
more intensive course of medication to ensure effective treatment.

HOW DO | KNOW IF | HAVE IT?
If you think you may have been exposed to syphilis, see your medical provider.
He or she can do a test to see if you have it or not.

CAN | CURE IT?

Yes. Syphilis can be cured with antibiotics. If you test and treat in time, you can avoid later complications of the infection.

WHY SHOULD | CARE?

Syphilis is easy to miss, and it can do serious damage to the whole body. But even if you don’t see any symptoms, having it can still make it
easier to catch HIV (or to transmit if you are HIV-positive). Getting tested and treated can literally save your life.

ARE THERE ANY LONG-TERM EFFECTS?

If a person doesn’t get antibiotics until the late stage of syphilis, they could suffer permanent damage, including brain damage. While late-stage
syphilis can still be cured with antibiotics, the damage cannot always be undone.

When a person has HIV and syphilis together, the syphilis can be more harmful to them than if they did not have HIV; it can also make their HIV
disease worse. That is why it is especially important to be tested regularly for syphilis if you have HIV and are having sex.



HOW DO | PREVENT IT?

Syphilis can be transmitted by skin contact with the sores, which are usually found on the genitals or rectum. This means it can be transmitted
during anal and oral sex, as well as by genital rubbing. Latex condoms help prevent the transmission of syphilis, but don't completely prevent it
because the sores could be in places the condom doesn’t cover.

Syphilis can also be transmitted by skin contact with the second stage rash, which is often found on the hands or feet, but can appear anywhere
on the body.

| WAS RECENTLY TOLD I HAVE SYPHILIS AND | WAS TREATED WITH ANTIBIOTICS. IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE |
SHOULD DO?

Syphilis infection can last for years if untreated. If you're not sure exactly when

you got infected, it is a good idea to tell all your current and former sex partners from the last three months (if you had primary syphilis),
six months (if you had secondary syphilis), or one year (if you had early latent syphilis) to get tested or treated. You can send an anonymous
message to tell your partners they need to be tested by visiting here: www.inspot.org.

You will also be contacted by a public health worker who will work with you to make sure you and your partners receive proper antibiotic
treatment. Cooperating with the health worker will prevent many other people from getting syphilis. Please do your part.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO FIND AN STD CLINIC NEAR YOU GO TO WWW.HIVTEST.ORG OR WWW.INSPOT.ORG.
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